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Residents wage war against
mental hospital in Dahisar

HAAJAL WALIA
FEBRUARYZL

RATE residents of MNew
Link Road colony in Dalisar
(West) arc threatening to
furce the closure of a newly
opened mental ospital in theirio-
cality. Displeased with the hospi-
tal's location, the residents arc ngi-
r.uu'n;mshmdmnmrimﬁmﬁm_

The hospital run by & trust
“Shraddha rehabilitation Ceatre’
s been in opemtion since Febro-
ary 10, 1997 from o bungalow
here.

Starting with a singhe paticnt,
the hospits] now has nine mettal
immates including four women.

T Bharat Vadwani, director of
the rehabilitation centre, alleges
that over 60 residents of the town-
ship tried to enter their hospital on
February 12 night when his wife,
Dr Smita Varwani, was inspecting
the patients,

“They tried to foree their way

into. the hospita] but somehow,
were kept in check. On February
16, the residents’ association
theeatened tostape a dharna, after
which, we sought protection from
the police,” he says.

Tiwe police constabies from the:
nearhy Diahisar police stition are
kept on guard at the entrnce of
the hospital,

Horwever, the New Link Road
Residents” Association, which has
B0-odd members, denics resort-
ing to violence. “We are all mid-
clle-class working peopic, When
would we get time for all this”
they ask.

They further alleped being
cheated by Dr Vistwani who had

member of the astociation in-
fioemns.

“The construction wark of the
hospital abrupthy stopped after the
meeting, which naturally gave the
impression that Dr Vistwani hod
lost interest in the project. How-
ever, o flurry of activity wis wit-
nessed towards the end of Jama-
ary. A fortnight later, the hospital
siaried functioning after an mau-
gural ceremony was secretly per-
Formed at midnight.” he discosed,

The association, is quick 1o
point out that they are neither
against the trustecs nor the men-
tal hospital, “Dir Vistwani is doing
& wonderful job, We simply wani
the hospital premises to be shifted
wasodududph\:c.mium!mr

faﬂmprumacdlushiftllw hospi-
uﬂpmnhcslua bl location:
“In one of our meetings with Dr
Watwand, it was mutually decided
that the hospital premises would
beshifted to another location.
He even agreed to look into
our suggested aliemative sites,” &

| iired SinCe Wi aIe wor-
nedabm!t the safety of our mem-
bers,” informs N J Save, gencral
secretary of the association.

Dt Vatwwani says, mental desti-
tutes without a violent streak are
admitted to their rehabilitation in-

stitute, which should calm the resi- |
dents’ fears. He further denied
having cver agreed to shift the
hospital premises toanother loca- |
tion.

“We have been runnkng & sini- |
lar rehabilitation centre af Bori |
for the List gix years and none of
our peighbours there have fsced
any problems. Tn fact, 1 have ex-
tended an open invitation to the
association to visit my Borivh |
premises and speak to the ress-
dents anytime 10 clear  their |
doubis,” when contacted, Dr Vat-
i todd B Newsling

Shankar Pawar, senfor police
I at Dahisar Police station
tatking about the issue said, "We

havereceived 5 from the
residents as well as the hospitals
trusiees.

We hirve: provided police pro-
tection o the hospital mcrthc
residlents” threat to stage a demon-
stration. However, now every-
thing is under control.”



